Ever Wewder?

Answers to

Important Questions.
&P WELS

Does Prayer Really Make a Difference?

“I must not be asking God for
the right things.”

“If only I could concentrate
better when I pray.”

“Maybe God is not really lis-
tening after all.”

If these are thoughts that ever
cross your mind or settle in
your heart, then maybe you are
asking the question, “Does
prayer really work?” Maybe
you have been praying for a
long time and have not re-
ceived the answer you wanted
or felt that there hasn’t been
any change.

Well, there is good news. Pray-
er really does make a differ-
ence. There are two reasons
for this. First, prayer does not
depend on us. If answers to
our prayers depended on us,
we would never have our pray-

ers answered, because as sinful
people God would not listen to
us. That might hurt our feel-
ings, but it is the truth.

That leads to the subsequent
reason why prayer makes a
difference. It depends upon
God. In t he
Bible, we read this little prayer,
“Lord, hear my prayer, listen
to my cry for mercy; In your
faithfulness and righteous-
ness come to my re-
lief” (Psalm 143:1). The per-
son who spoke this prayer rec-
ognized that it was God’s faith-
fulness on which the answer to

his request depended.

God’s faithfulness was demon-
strated when he kept his prom-
ise to send us Jesus. In saving
love, Jesus died to pay for our
sins that had separated us from
God and had closed his ears to
our prayers. Jesus’ perfect sac-
rifice opens the way to God

and gives believers in Jesus the
gracious promise that their
prayers are heard and an-
swered.

If you are struggling with pray-
er—if you don’t know what
to pray for, or how to pray—
worship with us to hear more
about your Savior, Jesus, and
the difference he makes for
your prayers. Because of
Jesus, prayer really does
work. We have his Word on
1t.
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Key Events This
Month:
6/4—Relay for Life

6/4,18—Women’s Bi-
ble Study

6/5—Playground Meet-
ing
6/7 —-Pioneers

6/11—Men’s Bible
Study

6/11—Clean-Up Day @
Church

6/12—Family Fun Fest
Planning

6/13,27—Mornings
with Mommy @ the
Park

6/19—Father’s Day Pie
6/21—Elders Meeting
6/26—Council Meeting

Light of the
World
Mission

As a family of believers
united in faith, we serve
Jesus, the true Light of the
World, as
we GATHER around
God's Word and the Sacra-
ments and GROW together
in our faith and onr rela-
tionship with Jesus, so we
can GO and share the good
news of Jesus in onr commu-
nity and the world
and GLOW with the love
of Christ in our lives.
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